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PRICIS OF REPORT FOR 1890.

he number at the end of the paragraph denotes the page upon which details
il e foe,
REVENUE.
Postal (the actual Revenue cannot be stated, but
the amount received for the salo of stamps,
xlusing of Telograph rceits, mas)
‘eleg

£592,954 6 9
138,960 8

g 9
Commistion on Money Orders and Bostal Notes 14,269 18 9
Parcel Post . 8938 9 4
Telophone Exchanges 36808 711 - (ix)
Exepoiruzs.
Salaries and Wages £302,157 18 0
21312 1 4
Telograph Li 24938 8 7T
Tuland Mail Servioes (ineluding £55,548 paid fo
the Railyay Department) 128,911 18 10
Boregn Malls s o
asiors of Vessels 6
Dapheate e S idy ... 15 5 ¢

The expenditure in 1889 for similar itoms was £505,849 11; 1d. The
increase in 1890 was £41,954 135. 9d., or 7 per cont. (ix)

IoreasE oF Busmuess.

Tho number of Letters shows an increase of 14,429,180 over those despatched
and roccived in 1880 ; of nowspapers an. increaso of 2,066,273, and of packets,
681,028,

Th el Do i i increase in 1890 of 12 per cent. over that
of 1889, (xi

Truponarn Marrses,

nes—98 miles of line and 300 miles of Wire. Tonl ymlcngﬂ of existing.
s, 4000 of wives 8130, Nammbat oF mocony opened, 18. Total mumber of
stations, m exclusivo o 404 Reilvay Telegraph Sitions.

‘lophone Lincs—395 miles of ‘poles; 7,104 miles of wites§ 65 miles of aeral
cabls ;10 files of wnderground cablo

Locar, TECEGRAMS.

In Vlctxm’»—l\umbcl’ 2,594,565; value £88,466 14s. 10d. (Execlusive of

OHLMS. messages. —(xvii)
Eonoreay AxD Easteny MessAcrs.

Total number to and from Victoria, 22,149; value, £117,652 3s. 10d.

Total number to and from all Australasian Colonics, 67,066; value,
£331,468 95, 11d.  (xvii)

‘TerppioNe. EXCHANGES.
Number of aubseribers o the Cental Bxclange, 1,160; Ballara, 126; Bm\dlgo,
vern,

70; Geelong, , 455 Windsor, 585 Warmambool, 54; Brighto
Haythons 15 (xm




vi
Erzormic Lionmve.
The new buildings for the electric lighting are now completed, and the electric
Jight is again brouglt into operation.
Postar, ConperuNcE werD 1. Syoyer 1y Frneoary, 1891,
Report and préois of the decisions amived at, &e. (xxxi)

Cosr or Oceax MA. Servic.
Cost of Victorin, £33,888 145. 8. Amount received for Postage, Transit Rates,
and Parcel Post, £37,779 8. 6d. Surplus, £3,890 185, 104, (xix)
San Francisoo Line.
Amount paid by Victoria, £6,495 195 50. Received for Postages
£1,943 10s. 114, Deficit, £4,532 85. 6. (xx)
Torres Straits Service.
Amount paid by Victoria, £39 11s. 3d. . (xx),

Deap Lerrees.

464,637

= 28,296
o123 (w)

% Newspapers

Mrssivo Lnrens.
Number of inquiries dealt with, 4,189, (xxi

New BuILDINGs.
Now post and tlegraph offces crocted, 16. T tho courso of crcton and
approaching completion,
Eighty buildings o by the Department at a total rental of £5,22: )

Srars or T DeraRmesT.
tal number employed (exlusive of Mail Contrctor, Pstmasters o o the

Total
establishment, and persons not regularly engaged), 2,659 Females (included in the,
above number), 368, (xx

Now Orrross.

- 84

Tolezr'\ph Offee BRI > 15

- 40

Aoney Osdor Offcss” i 55 31
Savings Banks ... ... 20 (xxiil)

Torsr, Noyser o Orrcrs.

1,671
Telefmx]ah Offces (mmsne omel\my Telegraph Swtmns) 344
fice: 421

Money Order O
5 313
Stases, wrc.
Tssued— Adlmswe, number, T9812,698; vahue, 108,060 115 80 (xxv)
, 993, 7d.
c qss.\ed 3415 re\oked 653 in foren, 2311, rense, 276 (xiv)
Commission paid on Duty S : 5,983 17 9
i 5 Reilhoy Prolght 38114 0 (xxiv)




Izaxp Mam Services.

Paid to Pri ntractors .. £68,363 11 10
3. Ralway Deportriont. 55548 2 0
Distance travelled <10 8,811,204 miles,
Length of New A 583 miles. (i)

Moxey Onoens axp Posrar, Nores.
Money Orders issued, 251,267.
29,745.
Tncrease in orders lssue(l 92, ar -008 per cat,
466, or 153 per cent
Déreasein Yalus of Goders s, £3.576 186, 24, or 28 per cent:
Tnerease paid, £14,585 95. 9d., or 2:05 per cent.
Postal Notes paid—Number, 407,298 value, £168,406 185. 6d.
Tcrease in mimber, 94,658, or 80:27 per cnt.
5 » value, £35,867 Gs., or 2706 per cent.

SaviNGS BANK.

Number of Accounts at end of 1890 .. ... 104320
Amount of Deposits received wr £1856,950 8 5
ropaid 1219334 6 5
Tnterest (4 per cent.) eredited to depositors 67,721 0 0
Total amount to credit of depositors 60
Increasein b 4 10 or 1145 per cent.
Averago bn\lzmce En 2 81
1 9f

Wnl\dm\vds T tclegmpl.\ I\umbc\‘, (3 496,
42,155 14 9 (xix)



REPORT.

The following Report upon. the affairs of the Post and Telegraph Department;
is presented to Parliament in accordance with section 86 of the Post Office Aot 1890,
1128.

The Statistics are for the year 1890, but the Report contains a quantity of
information relating to 1891.

RevENvE ASD ExpNpirves.
Revenue.
The receipts from tho salo of stamps, including postage, stamp duty, fee stamps
for registration, electoral. purposes, &c., and clecizic telegraphy amounted o £731,925
s, 6d., as against £821,683 14s. 7d., showing a decrease of £89,764 4s. 1d., which
s ohiefly owing to the reduction in € rate of &
‘The electric telegraph receipts (included in the sale of stamps) were £138,969
35. 94, being an increase ovor tho receipts during 1889 of nearly 10 per cent,
he commission on money orders and postal notes was £14,262 185. 94, heing
an increase of 6 per cent. on the amount received for 1889,

The postage on parcels was £8,238 95. 4d., showing an increase of 13§ per
cent.

‘The receipts from telophone exchanges ad private
7s. 11, eing an increase of 174 per cent. over the receipts

res amounted to £36,808
for 1889,
Expenditure.
The expenditure of the Department for 1890 was as follows :—
Salaries and wages £302,157 18 0

Contingencies 121,812 1 4
Construction and repairs of telegraph lines and

‘maintenance of telephone exchinges (exelusive:

of salaries) . 24,038 8 7

Tnland mail service (including £55,548 5. paid

to the Railway Department) 123,011 13 10

Foreign mails 49,721 19 0
Gratuities to masters of vessels (special appro-

priation) ... 5 1857 2 6
Duplicate cable subsidy (special appro 18,885 3 7

£637,784 6 10

The expenditure in 1889 under similar itoms was £595,849 11s. 1d. The
increase in 1890 was 7 per cen.



xii.

Trizerarn Marress,

e conracs fox epass to lines betwoen Warmagal and Sy Calfeld and
Wartagul, and Kyneton and Syden entioned in the last Report s being in
rogress, have ben smuﬁwwn!y anplebed as also has a contract for repairs hetween
stlemaine and Ballarat.
e Wheststone ABC instruments on the lines betneen Melbourno and
Whittles ,Melho\uuc and Heidelbers, and. Molbourne and. Kangaroo Grouad, hav
et euneosedol Ly hloplionca. . One they oo Tnstaaemit i sitephioacat sae
plaoed i civaits 52 dertyiions from matn Tines, it high xesstanees . tho bal
cireuits, this system having heen found. to tion on lines wher:
‘number of msm'nmuns aro n izt thas pacing. themin sorcs The systom will
e applied to ofher Jines as necessi
A e I o pranch line
it James o Laks Rowa, thosiaff oficoat tho lutor placo iving been
Foudford s beoh mads a stff offes and laced in izt on ety
and Resdy c- eck made & brancl office from Broads
o s e et S T and Wycheproof cireuits, the
Formeribeing o counectel from Tnglevood tiroueh Bridsovate to Santlusst and
thonco to Melboursa on one of thexonin lines whilo ho lntir has been comectel
ot Tnglowood &o.the old Syea Bill Tne, Mycleproof, Clasltn, and

‘Wedderburn direct communication with Mbllvo\mm Thls nnan"emenc dis
the trfic ovr the lines and. gbriaes tho nces  herimeeots
umber of statio e now grown in
mportance,

St Rrotbeibta st e e

shot lne s been ereted botwoen Mor
equipped it telphon
e coppervi u‘e o s e i o

‘herait s A Smlar Between Adelido and he samo point,  This 13
Rown uso a8, quadriplex ot Betreen Melbonrae sud Adelail, o mlhm o
Melbourne seetion being connocted an tho old iron wie, pending e ex
coppe whe, Which is . portin of the work wnde & eontact To for ho transference
aflies o milyay enclogarcs:

Tle g vorks arenow in pogress and approncing compleion
100f ey Tine withine e Railivay nslosie hefwon Braybrook
o o \'xonlm\s, and’ dismantling of the old ine nm.& the traffic road from
Sydenbam.  Tho fisst section, Brow brook Junction to Melton, has been poled with
24-feet iron poles, and the xest of the line with the serviceablo wood poles taken from
tho oL onl - Toapaiz, to the exising Hine, Gordns o Warrenheip, are included in
this contract.

vising out of (s ransfr from xoadto vy s an aloraion which leaes
the small township of My I line from B ‘was necessitated
by th extensive deviation v1 e y thers nakes fom the old xond, lenving
Myiniong some 4 or 6 miles away, with o vesy ough gices of epunisy hebmech.
Myruiong branch has bean connceted to tho Blackwood branch at Ballan, and they ate
now “mLed Saiene reuit,
bepween Newport aud Norl Gedlong laving bocn re spaced.at 9
poles tothe o (instead. of 30, as hitherto), is now being Teconstructed, the
scction being poled with 26-fect iron poles, while. ﬂu' servcenbioood poles heom it
section are employed to replace the condemned o the second section. Th
o vill elfet a considerable saving i muintenance in the future,
ro"in ‘courss of comsteichon. Fomst Omentee Benambra, vid
Hinnoomunjie ; Bairnsdale to Metung, vid Swan Reach ; Stratford to Dargo: and
Wasznamboolfo Pursi, o Woo dford.
he sew Post and Telegrmph Office at Geclo i been completed, the
telegraph wires wers transferrsd from. the temporaty olice wiihont any interruption
‘ihaiover to busucss
e trouble and expenso caused Ly {h vicious praciceof breaking telegaph
nsalitors, il n n the part of tho polic :md of the
departmental official tthe Awncl BANicE Court on the 9th January 0 lads
‘wero fncd £1 cachfor thi offences and a fow moro s nétances wadld o Fdout,
have an excellent deterrent effect.

ington and Mount Martha, and

1
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R S
The erection of tl tended switch-boards at the Central change has
occupied a large staff far smm. months past, a_number of temporary hands having
een cmplovcd in order to expedite the work, which is now approaching completion;
Trumediataly.the extensions  ate ready the DihiodijsrllsBsMeanatarrank o them, and
the altorations £0 tho od boards necesary o make them equal to B itorai
the improved t undertaken. - When completed, the hoards will have
Camaciy fos 3,450 it apabiies o increasing wp £0:3,600. by  tho
aditon of frther sections.
sttt conssing g eniely ofdy ts, has been nearly doubled;
mn.l now numhcm al 0. By duevtmu of the l’osmlm&e Geuenl the Hon.
uffy, these s !.nw. now been provide ( it s¢ pufmnmg a.e
dnms. Previoush: ll.\cy had to remain ala d B for wvcnl hcmn h was very
figuing, specialy duving tho summor
Ty, “.IL Emmml Foreman f l Dep epartment, has also introduced an
imprven e shape of & new_combination receiver and transmitter.
ordinary hansmma mud by subseribers weighs about. 230z, but M.
instrument, weighs only and. contatns. a moveabls. transiitier, 56 that oach
Ot o e o o

e folloving shovs the munbee AL i S T
tho present time,

Bendlaa (Smd.hm-s )
clong ..
Warrnambool

Total

Haythorn Branch Exchange was opencd on the 9¢h March, 1891, and
a !.u-mu.h 13 now being established at Footscray.

e Excliange at Bendigo (Sandhurst) was transforred to tho Governmen
b\\l]dmgs nn the 10th October, 1890, several new lengths of underground cable having:
been. de and one length of cable thrown out of use in effecting the transfe

wire between Melhourne and Geelong continues to work satis-

fuotorily o lss been el paizonized; th subsrihrs sompltnof e o o tie
hm turn to use it, anc e, A‘eux‘c!cnmuons to the
neee i ing. the &rection of o sesoad teuak line:  Negotations ax6 now
peml.m" for the carrying out of this work.

inquiries have been made with a view to connecting Ballarat and Warrnambool
by telephone with the metropolis, and estimates have been furnished showing
amount required to bo guaranteed fn Gach ease o s the Depnriment agrinss ¢ loss,
but no definite arrangement has yet been arrive
e Teloplone Exchangs ot Gedlong was transferred o tho ney bl on

te 16t]

UxpERarouND AND Ammiar, CABLES.

With the exception of a few short lengths in Bendigo, as previously mentioned,
20 underground cables lixve been laid, _ Several of thoso Iaid. by the laie Telephons
Exchange Company in Queen-strect. are showing signs of filing in insulation, the
Locality of the faulf having been traced, as far as two of them ar¢ concerned, to’ the
point Where the tramyay crosses their Toute at the interscetion of Lonsdale and
Queen sireets, Tt is supposed.that they must livo rcocived somo injury during the
laying of the tramway, 1Sﬂmug1.\ cvery possible precaution yas taken to protoct them.
‘emporary.aerial cables hiave been crected to L'll.e the place of tyo of ho yorst of
them, and’ the faults have tlius been eliminated. The york of remoying the injured
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portions of the others is now in hand. ¢ has also heen decided to make a practical
fessin this pacte by plcing  wunber of virs wiich aro ot prosent ovrbead i tho
ction of M lerground system for cnuymg

laid in lel;, L'molm, s QuLul streets in 1888 by a privat

Alargs quanity of aerial cable s boen eected tlumwlmuh the city, and in
all cascs cables aro em . tho connexions away from the. Teleplons
Exchange to convenient ik Iu\lmg S

As the muliplication of wires and cables on the poles in the city continues,
tho question o plaing them, wnderground pl‘esies upon tho Departnent mre and
ht into greate e by

morsevery day,and tho matter has been b

eton of he Gy Commel . ciding. 8o uodenake tln dlvmimadonton the oy by

i o s ot mmh v,hoy mosie Iny undergre o\\nd
With a view to some concerted action being take

certe the Mayc gested a

conforence betweon theoffersof the Gt e nqmnmcm S
to. ountain, the City Surveyor, and M. Armo, the City Electrical Engl\cu,
were appomu:d on el of the City Councl, and 30 . R. James, Assistant Secre:
tary, and Mr. George Smibert, Telegraph anmeer, on behalf of the Post and Tele-
graph Depaﬂment

preliminary meeting, when the business was introduced by Mr. James
Soibort, . "Deputy Postnastor Gencral, and. by Me. iieGibon, the Tow Clerky
th Blloving questions were remittd to the members of tho Board for consderation
and report, i

i Thc b

- or ofheryise,of constsucing conduits . convoy
t, telégraph, and telephone

3, \Vhekhar g e s wqu\\c scparate conduits,
3.

could be cm’ned in one and tho samo conduit

After twomeetings, the followmg xeport was submitted. 1t may be mentioned
nthe inerim M. FitaGibbon, having resigned his position as Town Clerk,

s Smi ing compelled through illness to xelmqmsh for a time the. per—
R e o e e gentlemen took avy farther part in the.
conferency

Malbouras, it Juns, 1601

oo o Suey o B v s comesinwih e iy Colf Mt ad s o
inent o Vitor

Tus Raame Wonsmrros, s Mavon.

(o mambers o th G syt o g o sgr on h sl
sl protcort 2 el i i it
s itk e i of i Gty TROp-beig. (i aro Doupdod by Spencr K ndorss Spens o
o siretacchavo th Harous <o ssom uufmm Tecommeniations . tha oosoae of caroal

e

e ol Brcsion
T el o th iy el condrtons o o i v oy
6 0k expense, b sy delt =it comjinly it o indsponiontly of eibe resos
honerer 3 o sy 0o thom o
el i, s i ety and. sl s o

£ ended
ighting and for laleplw)mw o ad if 3 o T i the sma
{rencl, provid  divion wal e  nches ik, pm/cml:ly I:mh, P e
ol iow b Kopng i Lt s ol
32 s rgarl th s of e ot

should Ly

Smoust {0  longth o about
o, o o il g st

i B overy st e
x th foimars. i ill
in or rightof-

i St o il sl for o witos o . il s . dom, il
streets o Tanes indicated by the Postal Depar 2 2
5 el s gt o i

3 S ertlat conioia otk by Jia Govemmut i s ly
onotug conditsthowld b cariel aut by (o ity aul ta rntal hanld
bl by tho auortio fr th v of i spoual ot s ol bo

Hhone el s,

bl o e auythng ko an sceurato ctimato of tho eost of ths work il sucl
o it I iy Qe YaaL e o emrsobplog o adapet o ek N g Ao
ho‘form and comstuction of condat empleyed, o what sxiant 4he canduts will b Joniy veeh oF
b o oy s,

i i Ll e provison o vt lghtin i tho Tt may b rovghly
A i unding (gt tho e
et i Comlog o 0 e of Sty o 18 o B oty st o il
condt; th cost of which e e 1 276,08,
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Thoso figares sro
Tho ducts, v
other in horizontal o
Goncetc, tho top af whichto bo frns 0 to 13 Thohes blow sufacs of ot Aanllés {0 b sous Al

il e i o recelvo tho cables,
i sl o ol rtemy
ot dofnitly docilod

o 1 ufpd

o e la]lawm'r mannori—
coled, to bo of castiron. « el

fom tho et
systom or sliome,
i sulbmice e

might b givenon ‘..b,m, |..., e i sending o oue recammendtins.

o live tint w ivo covered (o ground of our ndiucions, ut will o glad to coninus oux
i urther partcalars ara desiro

‘We have tho Lonotr to bo Sir,
Your obodient
(Sigued) A

TR, JAMES,
GEQ. SMIBERT, | Mombors.
4. G. ARNOT,

abours 1.

rvants,
00

TALN, Chairman.

Exzornic Licamiv.

[Tho clctric light, plant at tho General Posh Office, whi Iad not been
worked since Junc, 1888, o, 2 e new i il mere e comence
liaving necessitated its stoppage, has again been got into working order, and was
s e o ore o et Cin May, 1891, by the Hon. J. Gavan Duffy,
Pusunnstel General.

may be mentioned that dusing thie ate strike, when thero was o probabiity
the gas supply w welighting mnchmc and some arc Jamps vero
I(mdly Teat to the Depasimont by the Railway authoniion ani temporarily worked by
a small engine; one of the boilers, which was then in pesmm) being connected to
supply steam,  These, fogether il @ number of lugo roficting koroseno lamps
i the Melbourne Tramways Company were good enongh to furnish, successfally
ided over the difficulty in supplying heht to the Ml roonsy dielsto-carios rooms
aud the Telograpl Office, &e., when the g upply was defcict L
ing this time gave such good results that the n etained o i
il pmlmm of the Mail xoom, and it is D )emnueut.ly
tse hem for i purpose. Alarge mumbe of incandoscent hmps mf
free for Jighting extensions to other parts of tho main building, and for fho llumi-
nation of the clock, for which extra steam power and dynamos would s
ad o be provided.

iz Post Orrice Crock.

the eloclk, it was decided to set tho time portion
f it going, so dicate dusing daylight tho correct time to the public. Thonew
Haads an el w o e, et clock st going o tho 22 Sep-
temb, since which date ¢ has Sliow. the i on one or moro of tho The
otk o8 s U 6 1o A bey ] ot B A e Poiores taprosien
to Messrs. T. Gaunt and Co. e b L e super-
yision of oftcers of the Postal. Depariment. ' It was completed and connected with
tho meclanian o the clock o the 10 Febreuary,since which time, with  fo fter-
k wires, &c., it in action,
ringing the-quu ncr c}mes and p!n)mv‘ the tunes every third lmur, as descuhed in the.
Inst report. The 'nct of the carillon machinery”is not. altogether safisfictory,
owing o the tuu.barrel and tho Hifing cams being deivem from the same drtsan baskal,
the effect being that e the cams havo o heany lowd o it (which ocours when
a

Pending tho fal comple

ﬂm.-e or fo\lr m‘ 1 er hammers happen o down the whole
in time, thus

of ﬂm tunes. A means of overcoming this dl[ﬁcnlly ) %ccn doyised by the officers

of the Department, but, owmn to the'additional expenditure required to carry it ont,

it has mot;yet been applied.

A contract for the additions to fhe dils necessary to-adit of ther being
cncosed wih glas & t0 enahle th system. o lumination dtermined upon to be
carried out, was let o Messrs. T. Gaunt and Co.,the lowesttenderers. This contract
Yas hoon sufsctorly completed, and the glass, which wos mported from England
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{haough Meses, Braoks, Robinson, nd o as s of o doseipion ot mapuftared
here, i now hemg ﬁt,ted4 [The eléetriclight ftings Lo ke
mental e in position, and it is hoped the clock
e Meatimad and fnally compxcmf’ i tho courss of » fow yeoks:

Pxevwatio Toves.
cy much tho me position as desribed in th st reporty

in ver

S e AT b e e ubject is, however, under carnest
consndcmtmx,n dnsmnlmsml]zmon is being arnged 60 convey telegrams to and
from 2nd floos and 2h Oporating Koom on the sscond

(o 2t s Gl Boot Offen. STne alyes and o apparats have been mamfic:
fared i Lhe departmenml wworkshops. Some difficulty has arisen in obt

roduce the mql\ cﬂ pressure or yacuum, but it is hupeﬂ dm
BT s i shortly be in working order.

Cavcr INTERRUPTIONS DURING 1890.
Daring 1690 no interrupton to cxblo conmunication ocenrrod btvecn Basfoo:
wangie and I Gty (lmtmb'mcx,s cased interruptionto the ables
el CE Banjoewangio fi June to 20th Junc, and to 4
cable hetween Rochuck Bay and Banjocwangie from 116 June to 1st August.

Adelaide and Port Darwin Telegraph.
SrammaEx of Tntarraptions during 1890.

[opr——.
sty o et o e,
It P—
170 Jamwary, 1130, | 215t Jomay, 7
1 i R S|
2o ey, 115 o ook domeny, 30 [ Dfmesn 1k Sitns | Wi e 5 ook b ightoing
10 Seplemer, 8 .. ... | 0 September, 015 am Beween ek and | Picco of wirs havgiog frm i agsast
2 % “Chasiotto Wators o pol 5 b
rngrays | L
Springs and Bes
th Dacamber, 6.5 am. | 7th Dscember § am, .. [Batweon. Dely Waters | Man cut wiro to obtain relef; was
and Rathtring i for wane o water

Exmmsstox s Cosstavoniox,oe Naw Luvss.
x ' tho Extension of Telogeaph Lines in 0 during tho Year 1890,
A
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TLocat, &xv INTERCOTONIAT, Busisss.

Searmme showing tho Vietorian and Tntercolonial Business for the Years 1850 (o 190.

SE——
.‘Z SR
SRS n
e
e ©

spnan | g 7

£

P B ] [ e

FREEEgSEEs

3E

0

§

Trrecrarn Bustsess witn Evnove ANp mue East.

StAtasex slioviog the mnouat of Business dovo Letwoen Biropo and tho' Australasian Colonios
r tho Year 1690,
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Poszar, Convmmce:
A Conference of the Ministerial heads of the Postal and Tclcrvmph Depart-

ments of New South Wales, South Aum'\ln, Queensland, Tasma

Western Australia, and Victoria, met in Sydacy on 26th February,

considered many. xmpml(ml maiers in cnnnn“ou “vith foreign and intercolonial mail

nnd wle«mpll services. the _pmceedm"s of the Conference, which
ly adjourned on 10th me. a i found in Appendix A.

Posrar, MarrERs.
ZOSTAL UNION CONGRESS.
Butry of e diretiios Coroit o dhe Postal Union,

e Syiney Conterence snpiimonaly agneed o thotmotions o the oo
Gavan Dl\ll'y that the Australasi n Colonies should o representod at the Postal Uniou
Cotfreneto b hield i, Viemnain May, and that the representatives should

advocate the mlm\ssmn ok Amm las tal Union on the conditions that
Australasia should receive adequate representation, and that the maritime. transit
rate should uob be lyered Without.the eonsent of fhe Gountries maintaiiog tho sea

sorvice,

Subsequently the Agent General, Sir Grabam B, and s Honous Julge
Casoy ere ominated by the Goremment as the offiil sepresentaive of Victori
he ollm\' Austmlnu delegates were instructed to demand two

oalags o sl s S i o

e Congress appai A u)m\mu,eu to consid terms for the admission
of the Australasian Golonies to the Union, and it \u\sdghmtalv decided that the whole
of tlo colonies could. only have ‘one vote, .1t was, howeves, agreed that no chany
should be mado in the maritime transit rates, and finally it was announeed, anidst
much enthusiasm, that the Australasian Colonies had aceepl.ed the terms of adissio
into the Union, such admission to date from 1st October, 189

Austratasiax Posas, CoRVENTION.

A copy o this Convention egulatin the excangs of orrespondonco betwoen
th will be found i t of this report.
i sllhsen P i s AL S e
comvenion,suggeted hatinthose eolnics wiore o egiltion nould bo neceseary
oS R G o o b adop ] g g it be
procured as early as The erionco. anablad homc o aeato AR e

op

n m.m istor great public :\dh\nulm:, providing as i coc
for 1ty of action in bl tho eclonlss it rogard 1o tho e of postge, geneal
regalions, and tieatiuoit of comrespondence botureon tho eolon

A sménd the existing. Post Ofis Aot is icluded umong those to be

introduced hy the Government during the present session of Paxliament, and will deal,
inter alia, with matters relating to the Convention.

Rspuoniox or Fourioy Posracs.
rish postal anthorities having fxed wpon he 1t Jamuay, 1691, the
which to - utua OFleiee! postaze bétweos) the United

Kingdom and e colnnms, it vas ot ety o ool st delaide

Postal Conference (May, 1890),  that, the rate of postage on letters despatched

places beyond the et . per alousce” should also com 5

foree from tho abovenamed dat, and o irula, ltior s dospateed to al the

countrics witl toria exchingos P fying them of the proposed

roduction md Ry M

24 o gly-largsictorall-countries beyond,the olones
from 1st January, 1891, but owing 5o emnesentationabimads by, e Betik postal
authorities, that it was of essential Importanco to confine the reduced rate for the
pessent to tho Unite Kingdony tho ol ates wero roverted o (oxeopt.for Great
¥, 1891, and. it was agreed that the question of all-round
mdncunn sl\ouh\ v de bt of the Yasoma Congress

ce been arranged that the 24d. rate should b6 established betveen
this colm\y il the phetiofioesof Tadiay Coylonfand! irait! Sotlezacnt, and. this
camo iuto effect from 1st June, 1891,




The following statement shows the number of British and Foreign letters
rcsived and despatched during 1890, and during the balf-year ended 30th June,
180

Despaicten
1600 o e - 907,475
Tunvary b June, 1851 510765

e Repvcsp CApis Razss
Tt was anticipated that, as the agroement drafted by tho Eastem Extension
Telegraph. Company. was accepted by the delegates to the Sydney Conference
TFebruary-Match, the proposed reduction would come into effect on ‘1st April, 1891,
A dolay, However, oceurred, as it was absolutely” necessary.to obtain the consent of
Russia and Germany t the altaration in tho ates, and e sedution consequently did
R0t commence uii A congratulafory cable messago on the subject
o et Rl Tyt [’ushmum General from the Rig cHonun\l]e CEL\
cs, Postmastor-General of Great Britain, as follows :— Allow me to offer
congratalations on fho introduction. oﬁadumd g fo tlograene, il o express dio
iope gt it may lead o beneficial all oncernod?

Dty desputelied. o fo]lmunw xeply t Raikes :—“Thanks for
mngnmlnh on the inrodyction of chexp telograms. - Convineed zesult will ho
bencficial nn«h.ml aud Aus

37 P SSeSe B P musabor oo -valtsof Forcign cablegrams
tasmitiad for mmnn of May and June, 1890 and 1891, respectively -

130 o 1001, T

Ay o 3t 1000 {30 | Ma_tetwsiit .| ot | g 11

el 6300 77 54 || Toneis o e i | 4 o n
Totat o ot 8585 0

Bomovos.

At tho close of last year tliere were conteacts i progres fr the extion of
o Post and Telegrapl Ofces t Bacelus Mawl, il Bridgomater, Cn]mrg,
Drouin, Tlemington, Mildurs, Na I’mmw “Tuigan
rackugbeal, which e all been' .“mplm»a i satafioryam
BN osssson of by the qumwm G
office aLNonhcom, ervcted i conjunctio ho local Municipal Buildings. — Other
premises Jiave heen trected during tho year st Bioort, Camhorll and Easoudon,
later el ouly o temporary structure.

nders ere Lot for new buildings at Dunolly, Euron, Cheltenham, Pyramid
Hill, and_Gordons, and fnvmbu- Drogress vias being made with the new office in
coutse of recion At Gl

Gxtens ro made to the Wongartite promises, and awdy
alterations and wp:ms v Jeen, offected at Ararat, Ballara East, Becchwortli,
Benalla, Caston, Colae, Daylesford, Titaroy, Horshm, Kew, Newstcad, St Tds,
Heo o
Teases for Inidings ented by the Depastent a Baochus dfurl, Balmora
Boort, Drouin, Mildura, Natimuk, Northcote, msey, Tungamah, and
Cambervell were terminated o complo(mn o th mew oficoat Jhose places, Whst
uitable premises have been rented dwving the year at Healesville, Longwood, Moe,
Stirboo North, Cavendis feredith, and Mordialloc ; thoso at Minyip,
Richiond South, and Tallanguta. are retained for a farthor period, and temporary
accommodation i beon secured ab Footsr ern, and Swan Hi
0 promises in the occupation of th annmem, for which the

sumof £5 5o waa po

& Departinent s |)\n'dnsml gits for now offcs at Avancl, Cuminglne,
Malvern, and Morwel; the Victo y5 Com s havo ganted suitable
areas for the ercction of Post and. 'Aclugml Offes. 't Rallvay, Neaorres s
Biomore 1nd Moredith;, anda rapevary zecorortion bns bost mads by the Goverument
of aa allotment of land for the uso of this Department at Leongatha,




i

the missing ltters may haye passed, and fron the answers peceived i conpiled the
xoply tobe sont to lo Inguirr. Dl numbet given above shows e of only.
ilar

412 over irics wiado in 1889. This may be looked upml as snlvsﬁmtory
hei i i takon into onsideration’ that.the: Ingnse. e b of letters
Sespathod and recive in 1890 oo thoss in 1585 3 ocmatod at v 1001 000,404

that more than 10,000 letters were posted in 1890 vrith addresses so insu
ley could ot bo orrarded. amywhore, bt had o bo sentto e Dead Latser Ofes
to be dealt yith there.
o eauses of littors going nstrny are numerous. - Frequent langes of
address, similari oms, especially when not learly wriien,
nd the n\l)x(hty it which correspondonce has. o b han ro tho sources of
any exrors, while over: o aallvers erters willven:somanmes laaitio enon
0 case of a e upon for an explanation for wrong:
delivery of o Toton, assered Oine o G0 3¢ - furdhok s Imenesaof Sh
Department.”

n the ofhen band, pesfct aceurtoy s nob oaly impossible but, vhere itis
SR ot alvayi plced to_the crediv of the Department, a5 vhero
members of a city firm were especially indignant. s s et ro el eata s
miscarried, because they- could mot xecollect A S x 30 years where any of
their correspondence had ot been duly reccived.

POSTNASTERS PERFORMING Tmmsvmr Du'm:s
e following is a list of Post Offices (32 in number) whero the oficers
dhasge e ot e fpon 0 peforn Treasury Sork in badtion i the businees of
st and Telegraph Departin

Avoca Shoppacton
Aloxandra Tulbot

Bout g 3

Wanganaita
e Warraakoabesl
Castlom aumngal
Ghaslion. Wedderborn
Cluae Wood's Paint
Golao Tackaadand
Croawick e
oald

_Tho duties of Receiver

ed by the Postmasters takoup,in

tances, & uxgo portion of hei time, hnd n mcreaso of (he SruTof the ien
s nosesstatod.” As.fhe Teeasury Departiment seceives all tne hencht of

ment without at Pmm contriliing anything o this Department on accout o

increased expenditure incurred, it i considered thab the Tronsury should credit

thie Postal Depavtment with a suin sufficient to cover tho additional eost entafled, which

Souis rerkone s e
Foreey Sraxrs.

¢ Postmaster Gencl, Honorable J. Gavan Dufly, las secently given

nmmchuns that a sup) g tanups should o Kept at The Gencral Port oo

niencs of the pulxlw, nd Brith, Fronch, Gernnan, Talan, United Sate,

ot .\usmﬂnsmu stamps are now obtai

udon Evening, Stondar Llrine Soplnined th utly and convonienco

proviion sts ularly enough the first post-office to recognise this

difficulty is that of mnmmm, in %mwnm Thio Postmaster-General of that colony

has o made armangements” for tho s

it ol s persous Vo
corsespondents i foreg. ctuntien

DepAvnENTAL CHANGES.

The Honorable F. T. Derham, who had administered the Department since
17th Rebruary, 1886, resigned office on the 18t August. He was succeeded by
the Honorable' J. B.' Patterson, who held offce undl tho 6th November, w
‘s succceded by tho Honorable Join Gavan D iy

he nexcas o tho pormanea stafl during the veax was 357 as against 163 in

1889, Thirty-cight; office x dispensed. with, 20, redrel cithor
throigh infirmiy or other cansos, 36 reswncd 25 hec and 45 wers eamatered. 4o
other Departments.




i
Fryatn OFsicess.
Al nunber of fnals on th stff o the Department at the end of 168 was
326, of whom 13 were posimisreses, 135 clrks and opeators, 2 stanp enbossers
o a1 ok e e
‘G the 3155 Docomber, 1630, the mambor was 868, disributed as follows s

Postmistresses Ll
Clerks and operators 148
Siamp embossers ]
Assistant. w19
S et stmdani 5 s

SrA¥s OF T DEPARTMENT.
The total number of the staff for 1889 was 2,502.

208
T
a1
1i

I
ar
foinale) 1
(mv‘v m..xowh (fomalc)
157
s
1
1
5
: 73

mm,p,umm..m wd dcivers i

mhl “ atchimcn and gatekeopers

epon il b atteninte

sinc-dsivors, fromen, and labourers 1
Total e . 2899

Tho abovo doos not fuclule postmastrs or postmistrosses pid aut of Contingencios, or theic
servants, o mail contraciors. and thlr servants.
Lerren Prinars,
Tron Receiving Letter Pillrs have been erected daring the year 1890 at the
et i

ool Toorak Fleninglon Prahrsn
s“ahm Northsoto (3) otscray. wilfeld (4
Branawick (4) Croswick: (3) Geslong (4) Clifton Hill

South Melbourns

Tron Letter Boxes have also been erected  tho folloving places:—
Hooroopns,

Creawice (2

Bt &) e

Havilon e

There aro in all 383 Letter Pillars (140 square and 243 round) erected through-
out the colony.



iy
New Posr Axp TriEGRAPH OFFICES.

Bighty-four (81) new Post Offces lavo been openeil dusing tho yeu
following places

at the

arvon Hoads b Point ctarborongly
salt il cely Lk,

lkamsnghs Ko 't Crooke

ach Forost towsley

iz alicbury Railway Station
ool coreshy

conine kond's

a Railway Station

Crea
e rila aivey Station
pringtale

ratshan's Greok
2yt

i Junction ,...,m n,.,m Station
sy

vingon

Bhslfeld Raitvey Staion

i
aniambo North 5
i ,g,u ST Lmly Railway

hoviof Railway Station

hireu .

b.«,.m i North
ok

b Poin sl
osling Forost ‘odonga East
Dumbalkc ¥rathng
Eildon ibeoliol
Ea Railwey Station nse North
Eamenerric: sechelin Torn Corivg Rudlway Station
Fish Creel
The Post Offices named helow haye heen closet
Bellevuo nova. Wrathung
Forushaw Tollangatts Cuunp

Telegraph Offices have been opened at the undermentioned localities in
connesion it the respectve Post Offce athoso plces

Brisgoong Heviain Tauiston
Brighion Fast o West et
Diion Tranhon Svilés Crask usetion
atwnatio W
Gono Tanding Fisco Wanghn
Telegraph Offices have also heen opened in connexion with the Railyay.
Stations at—
Abhottord Tiowa. Murlton
Kadisgton ool Nurmcan
lexanir-ro Tako B i
Anplithotre L
Badiagionio Tang Lang
Dl st o
Dayivater i
Delmanguroad Lo,
i Nong
~Cattam
Cahin Aitioo N
Ghdgeo Yol it i
Evossoy Warmmanbaol
Hiroous
New Saings Banks have been opened at—
Broadmeadoms Kraubra Qi
Buchan Kyabram ’
Gobnam Lihgmaria
Comgilmenng Yl Gier llgoogas Rativey Sabion
Dernin iy St Moo Torgaic %
T P Crk Rty Sttion \rmw Whidlen
o

Williamstoy Nortl
Torragon

Al Hivey Sintion
e Nasro Warron Railvay Station
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New Money Order Offices have heen opened at—

Alberton Hotham Hill Sirathdorrnio
Axelals Tuverlooh Surrey ills

Buchan Ratuogs Swilts Croek Junction
Clemontston Kaurting Tillagaroopn

Cobram Moutono Nhorpdal

Dacaun Talvay Ston Tooleen
i o

iy Station Weaia
Flyvm ¥ ook Ry Station Noors Wotos Haimey Sation  Wellamtores Norts
Quocusfrry Wehitlla Railwey Station

Sovstor wost

The names of the following Post Offices have been changed :—
Callawadds to Bismark Mdicon Ry Saion o Murlison East

Chisamats Greek o Woolbraok to Yoringhorg.
Lo lo Eonevool £ oseaio Bast fo Strathdownio
A s e st loBklos e N ieimsrdip o Biehi

Staves 4xp Postar, Notss.
Livences.
Jiweo hundred and forty-one new séamp liconces v beon issued and 63

revolied during the yoar, making the tofal number at the end of the year 2,311, being
an increase uu 0 1889 of 276 licences.

Regurchase.

poust of comnission chusged o tho xe-purchaso of stamps from tho
public for iz year 1890 was £439 11s.

Commission Allowed.
e following s tho commision allowed,in siamps to bank managers and
17s. 9¢ nd to

licensed vendors of duty stamps during the year oS
Teensed vendows of oight seaps 081 TAe toal, £0.365 Tie

Adesive Stanps.

The following statement slmw‘ ll\e number, denomination, and value of
adhesive stamps issued during the year 1

oo | Mty
hon | One penny
i by post it

torwant amise
gues .mu (i i 6

G Sl spenny -
fr

Thresiling O penay st cnveloncs
oo sitag e Fuelhing samnped.
SiX i 5951 | Teopentoriampad cnveo
s 2o m.“,‘mr g samped
Fitienstfio

G Youn e g

a0 | 088"y fing e

oo

Curied forvasd . | 60106 & 0 |sraen ol .. T 3
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